
SPAH 2026 SEMINARS 
 
Seminars are grouped by day and arranged in chronological order, 
with the seminar name first, presenter name second, time third, 
location fourth, and description last.  Screen readers should be able 
to navigate using headings. Heading 1 is the Day, Heading 2 is the 
Seminar Name. 

WEDNESDAY 

Beginner Blues Jam 

Michael Rubin 

Wednesday 9:00AM 

St. Moritz 

Michael leads a jam session and pontificates on strategies. 

Beginning on the Chromatic 

Neil Adler 

Wednesday 9:00AM 

Lugano 

Individuals can play a piece or excerpt and receive positive, supportive helpful feedback. 
Last year’s class was very successful. 

Layers Of Sound In Chicago Blues 

David Kachalon 

Wednesday 9:00AM 

Alpine 1 

We will discuss the 5 layers of sound found in traditional Chicago blues. These are all 
foundational and will use tongue blocking, demonstrating its advantages when playing 
blues. 



One Lick Wonders 

Todd Parrott 

Wednesday 9:00AM 

Alpine 2 

My goal in this seminar is two-fold: to equip you with several licks, each of which will work 
perfectly over all three chords in a 12-bar blues, and to help you strengthen your bends. 
You can then mix and match these licks to create your own blues solos, without worrying 
about whether or not the licks fit over the chords, because they do! If you’re unsure what to 
play over a 12-bar blues pattern, or if you’re unsure how to improvise or create your own 
solos, this class may help give you the jumpstart you need. We’ll also use backing tracks to 
practice putting some of these licks into context with different grooves. 

Arranging for the Harmonica Big Band 

David Bugli 

Wednesday 10:45AM 

Lugano 

This seminar familiarizes you with the opportunities and challenges of arranging for the 
“harmonica big band,” a term popularized by Tom Styker that, in general, applies to a group 
composed of about six chromatic harmonicas, a chord harmonica, and a bass harmonica. 
Although harmonica ensembles, from trios to large municipal youth ensembles, have 
existed in various forms, this seminar focuses on how to write for the harmonica big band. 
The focus is on 16-hole, 12-hole, and 14-hole chromatic harmonicas, their history, their 
ranges, and their useful tessituras. It also covers the chord harmonica (layout, function, 
and limitations) and the bass harmonica (layout and function), plus how to select music for 
arranging, plan a project, set up software templates, create complex chords, octave 
doubling, power chords, and how to edit one’s work. 

Lee Oskar new Low Rider 

Lee Oskar 

Wednesday 10:45AM 

St. Moritz 

Lee Oskar presents and demonstrates their new Low Rider harmonica. 



Understanding Country Tuned Harp 

Lonnie Joe Howell 

Wednesday 10:45AM 

Alpine 1 

The Country Tuned Harmonica (CTH) has been a long kept secret, and many players are 
discovering the new world that has been opened with this special tuning. By simply 
modifying the pitch of one note on a diatonic harmonica, a complete major scale can be 
played in second position. This modification has enabled players to multiply their playlist 
to include more melodic material not previously attainable on a regular diatonic. Some 
songs that go through 3 or 4 key changes are playable with this tuning. We’ll introduce the 
layout of CTH and show how to navigate and create an arrangement for almost any given 
song, with intros, kickoffs, solos, turnarounds, and endings demonstrated on classic 
songs. One highlight will be a lesson on playing the Orange Blossom Special using the CTH. 
Bring one in the key of C if you’d like. 

Bending Beginning to Mastery 

Eric Finch 

Wednesday 1:30PM 

Alpine 2 

Sure, overblows are nice, but did you know there are eight notes available from the five 
holes with draw bends and four notes available from the three holes with blow bends? 
That’s an entire extra octave worth of notes! In this class, we will discuss aspects of 
bending from mouth shapes and bending techniques to practical exercises for building and 
maintaining good intonation (aka pitch accuracy) with bends. Members should bring a C 
diatonic harp, as well as an A and/or G harp if possible. 

Rock Harmonica Jumpstart 

Mike Fugazzi 

Wednesday 1:30PM 

Alpine 1 

Most harmonica players hit a wall because they stay stuck in blues vocabulary of a shuffle 
feel, box patterns, and the same licks. But the moment you step into rock, pop, or country, 



the rules change: straight rhythms, different song structures, and a need for stronger 
melodic solos. In this one-hour Rock Harmonica Jumpstart, take everything you already 
know, your bends, your pentatonics, your feel, and expand it into modern playing. We’ll 
cover scale upgrades, how to lock into straight grooves instead of shuffles, and how to 
build solos that sound like songs, plus how to play solid accompaniment so you’re adding 
to the band instead of getting in the way. If you’ve felt confident in a blues jam but lost on a 
rock or country tune, this session gives you the tools to step in, support the groove, take a 
compelling solo, and sound like you belong on stage. 

Understanding position playing 

John Frazer 

Wednesday 1:30PM 

Lugano 

Learn how to play multiple keys on one harmonica. How the different scales available can 
work for you. 

Windy City  Trio- Building The Band 

Bill Morris 

Wednesday 1:30PM 

St. Moritz 

We introduce the members of the trio and discuss the process of forming a trio. Topics will 
be music selection, players’ musical background, instruments and playing techniques. We 
encourage questions throughout. 

Harmonica Club Forum 

Jim Worsham 

Wednesday 3:00PM 

Alpine 1 

We hope you will be able to attend and share something about the inner-workings of your 
club. We will all benefit from the shared experiences of other clubs. I hope someone from 
your club will act as spokesperson. 



THURSDAY 

3rd pos. made easy, 1847 EASY THIRD 

Bertram Becher 

Thursday 9:00AM 

Alpine 2 

The Easy Third tuning is a great addition to the Richter tuning, which allows the player to 
venture into new musical genres. The Easy Third is nothing other than one of the most 
important special tunings that exists for diatonic blues harmonicas. Try it yourself! 

Beyond Licks-Surviving OnStage 

Michael Peloquin 

Thursday 9:00AM 

Lugano 

Tips and my thoughts on how to be a sideman and contributor in a band on songs that are 
not originally or traditionally harmonica oriented. 

Chromatic Masterclass 

Neil Adler 

Thursday 9:00AM 

Alpine 1 

Players of various levels play and receive supportive feedback as how to advance their 
performance. Very successful class from several previous years. 

Tonal Approaches for Various Tunes 

Grant Dermody 

Thursday 9:00AM 

St. Moritz 

We’ll look at how different tunes require different tonal approaches. You’ll need an A, G, 
and Bb harp. 



Effortless Singing 

Brenda Freed 

Thursday 10:45AM 

Lugano 

Would you like to front your own band as a singer and a harmonica player? Would you like 
to feel more confident about singing? This workshop covers how to breathe properly, 
project and avoid hoarseness, increase vocal range and stamina, and improve pitch and 
tone, so you can become more confident about singing. This workshop is experiential, fun, 
and applicable for all participants. To get the most from this opportunity, have a song in 
mind and volunteer to be coached on the spot. Bring a copy of the lyrics and chords for that 
song if possible. Handout provided. 

Learn Blues In One Hour  Filisko/Kachalon 

Joe Filisko 

Thursday 10:45AM 

St. Moritz 

World-renowned harmonica teacher Joe Filisko, joined by David Kachalon, will guide you 
through the foundations of creating authentic blues music in just one hour. Using a hands-
on, bootcamp-style teaching method, Joe will focus on the harmonica’s built-in 
“superpower”: chords. He’ll break down the Bo Diddley beat and show how developing a 
strong sense of rhythm can make you the kind of harmonica player other musicians look 
forward to having onstage. Bring your harmonica and get ready for a workout. This 
workshop is designed for beginners ready to build a strong rhythmic foundation, as well as 
more experienced players looking to add new rhythmic layers to their playing. All you need 
is a 10-hole diatonic harmonica in the key of C. By the end of the workshop, you’ll be 
singing, playing, and having a great time. 



Making The Most Of Country Tuning 

Todd Parrott 

Thursday 10:45AM 

Alpine 1 

Country tuning, what is it? Is this tuning only used for playing country style music, or for 
playing 2nd position melodies? Are there other positions, styles and songs or perhaps even 
hidden positions that work well with country tuned harmonicas? We’ll answer these 
questions and much more in this seminar as we dive deep into this tuning and its many 
uses, which may surprise you. All secrets will be revealed! Bring your country tuned 
harmonicas and come prepared to play many songs. Recommended keys are G, A, Bb, and 
C. Hopefully, you’ll gain a whole new appreciation for country tuning! 

Tuning Up Your Tin Sandwich 

Kelly Cunningham 

Thursday 10:45AM 

Alpine 2 

This instructional session introduces harmonica players to practical techniques for 
improving tone, responsiveness, and playability through basic harmonica maintenance and 
adjustment. Presenters Kelly Cunningham and Jim Longley demonstrate how small tuning 
and setup changes can enhance performance, extend the life of the instrument, and help 
players get the best sound from their “tin sandwich.” Ideal for players interested in 
understanding how their harmonica works and how to keep it performing at its best. 

Teach In 

Joe Filisko 

Thursday 12:30PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Join Joe and all his special guests on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday for a series of mini-
workshops on every aspect of the harmonica covered by some of the world’s very finest 
specialists. There will be help for beginners, intermediate, advanced, chromatic and 
diatonic. This informal three-day event allows you to interact with each specialist for a few 
hours a day in more of an informal and relaxed setting than ever before. 



Acoustic Mastery: Melody, Rhythm, Tone 

Connor Frontera 

Thursday 1:30PM 

St. Moritz 

For beginners and intermediate players who want to combine the skills they have learned, 
including single notes, chords, bends, and tone, to unlock the full capabilities of the 
harmonica. We will explore common melodies, add rhythm to the melodies, and fill in the 
blanks with licks for that style of music. This seminar is for anyone who wants to improve 
their harmonica technique without amplification. The seminar will focus on diatonic 
harmonica playing, with some mention of chromatic playing and other types of 
harmonicas. 

Improve your playing. Play like a pro 

Rodrigo Eberienos 

Thursday 1:30PM 

Lugano 

This seminar will show players how to improve technique and tone, how to play with 
precision, and offer a variety of exercises focusing on small details. 

Playing with others using Positivity 

John Frazer 

Thursday 1:30PM 

Alpine 2 

Learn to lead a band, sounds easy, right? What if you have never met and are asked to front 
the band at a jam or performance? Common hand signals and calling the 
key/groove/breaks/changes can be easy, but you need to be prepared. 



Ten Hole Friend 

Greg Albert 

Thursday 1:30PM 

Alpine 1 

Maintenance, cleaning reed plates (plastic and wood combs), freeing stuck reeds, cleaning 
your harps. Tuning reeds by ear or by tuner. Understanding tuning by manufacturer. 

FRIDAY 

Anacostia Two-Step 

Grant Dermody 

Friday 9:00AM 

Alpine 1 

We’ll dive all the way in, all four parts, to Phil Wiggin’s magnificent instrumental. I recorded 
it with him in 2002. As this tune has a lot of notes, and we won’t be using tab, this workshop 
is for higher intermediate and advanced players. 

Echoes of The Masters 

Joe Filisko 

Friday 9:00AM 

Alpine 2 

A revealing and entertaining workshop that celebrates the deep roots of the diatonic 
harmonica. 

Let's Learn Some Grooves! An Approach to 3 Blues Grooves 

Lauren Williams 

Friday 9:00AM 

Lugano 

A look at 3 common blues grooves, the box shuffle, the rhumba, and the tramp groove, how 
they are structured and how you as a harp player can set the groove for the band. We will 



cover a simple arpeggio for each groove, and then branch out into ways you could begin 
improvise over each groove. In this process, we will also look at ways you could structure 
your practice time using these grooves, targeting a particular skill, lick, technique or 
whatever you need to work on depending on where you are in your journey. If time permits, 
we would look for brave volunteers to demonstrate each groove with Trent playing guitar 
behind them, and then branch into some improvising. Of course, in the process, we might 
touch on various techniques like tongue blocking, etc. This workshop would be aimed at 
advanced beginner/intermediate blues players. 

Toots, Stevie and Butterfield 101 

Rob Paparozzi 

Friday 9:00AM 

St. Moritz 

A hands-on masterclass examining the approach of three 20th Century harmonica 
pioneers. How to approach studying and breaking down the “signature sound” of three very 
diverse players. Bring a C chromatic and diatonic. 

Amplified Harmonica & Sideman Secrets! 

Dennis Gruenling 

Friday 10:45AM 

Alpine 2 

This session will cover all topics relating to playing amplified harmonica in general. From 
foundational knowledge of mics, amps and amplified technique, all the way down to the 
best tips for playing with a band including cues, avoiding feedback, harp position 
knowledge, accompaniment playing, and more! 

Fast, Fun and Furious World Of Triplets 

Sandy Weltman 

Friday 10:45AM 

Alpine 1 

They say good things come in threes... and that goes for hot harmonica licks as well. We’re 
going to focus our attention on using triplet licks for blues, jazz, country solos and more. 
We’ll be learning triplet patterns in lots of new ways and then drawing unlimited ideas 



making our own hot triplet licks derived from them. Next we’ll practice playing them in an 
assortment of positions and styles with some backing tracks. I’ll also have handouts of all 
the materials we’ll be using for this seminar. Come prepared to be blown (and drawn) away 
with the simple magic of three notes played together! 

Harmonica Fun 101 

Lonnie Joe Howell 

Friday 10:45AM 

Lugano 

An entertaining session demonstrating the amazing sounds and effects that can be created 
on the harmonica and how they can be used in various situations, songs and 
performances. Lonnie Joe Howell will teach duck calls, trumpet sounds, train sounds and 
whistles, accordion examples, piano glissandos, bagpipe songs, and many basics taught in 
a humorous, yet interesting manner. This seminar is designed for all ages. Bring a key of C 
diatonic harmonica and join in, have fun and the learning will take care of itself. 

Train Rhythm Bootcamp 

David Kachalon 

Friday 10:45AM 

St. Moritz 

Behold the rhythm and breath engine! We will work to max your horsepower. We will learn 
to master and control dynamics, tone, rhythm, throat tremolo, and breathing, all critical 
elements of good harp playing. 

Teach In 

Joe Filisko 

Friday 12:30PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Join Joe and all his special guests on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday for a series of mini-
workshops on every aspect of the harmonica covered by some of the world’s very finest 
specialists. There will be help for beginners, intermediate, advanced, chromatic and 
diatonic. This informal three-day event allows you to interact with each specialist for a few 
hours a day in more of an informal and relaxed setting than ever before. 



How to Get the Well-Paying Gig 

Bruce Weinstein 

Friday 1:30PM 

Lugano 

You already know the usual ways to make money playing harmonica: busking, playing in 
bars, selling recordings, teaching online, or running workshops. All can be fun, even if the 
pay isn’t always great. But there’s another market where bands are often paid $1,000 to 
$5,000 to perform for larger audiences, with travel, meals, and hotel included, one of the 
best-kept secrets for working musicians. In this seminar you will learn: where these gigs 
come from and why most musicians never hear about them; who books bands for 
conferences and major events; and what your band needs to do to land these gigs. This 
isn’t for you if you feel it’s wrong to seek compensation for making music. But if you would 
like to play for larger audiences and be paid what you and your music are worth, this 
session may open doors you did not know existed. 

How to Jam on the Rack 

Eric Finch 

Friday 1:30PM 

Alpine 2 

In this class, we will explore techniques for playing harmonica in the rack, whether you’re 
just getting started with the two together or looking for ways to build on what you’re already 
doing. Members should bring a guitar, rack, and diatonic harps in the keys of A and C. 

Rolls, Dble Stops & Bending on the Chromatic 

Bill Barrett 

Friday 1:30PM 

St. Moritz 

A demonstration and method for learning three uncommon techniques on the chromatic 
harmonica: banjo rolls, double-stops and functional bending. 



Singing For Harp Players 

Richard P. Bennett 

Friday 1:30PM 

Alpine 1 

Whether you’re thinking about adding vocals or already front a band and just want to sound 
better, you’ll get some helpful tips in this one hour class. This class covers the basics of 
singing in a way that’s easy to understand, with practical advice on how to support 
properly, improve your sound, and increase your range. It also covers why you should warm 
up your voice before gigs and how, some of the challenges peculiar to going back and forth 
between harp and voice, and what getting great tone on your harp and in your voice have in 
common. The class is geared for blues, country, rock, and related styles, but the technique 
works for all styles of music and all are welcome. Bring your voice, a recording device, and 
a C harmonica. Some of the demonstrations may be done using diatonics, but chromatic 
players are welcome. 

SATURDAY 

Bending Secrets for all players 

Larry Regen 

Saturday 9:00AM 

Lugano 

For 10 hole diatonic harmonica players from beginner to advanced: easier ways to bend 
notes, focusing on the 1 to 6 draw holes. The instructor is a full time harmonica teacher and 
musician who has taught at SPAH for 10 years. 

Blues in C on a C Chromatic 

Ross Walters 

Saturday 9:00AM 

St. Moritz 

It may seem strange but the key of C on C chromatic is not the most popular of positions to 
play the blues in. However, much of Stevie Wonder’s early recordings on harmonica were in 
this key. Once the student learns to employ the alternate slide C it makes things flow a little 



better. We will start the seminar with only playing draw notes at first. Bring your chromatic 
and plan to play along. 

Refresh Your Blues Improvisation 

Bertram Becher 

Saturday 9:00AM 

Alpine 2 

Do you like the blues but have no idea how to improvise freely, or have you been playing for 
a while and feel like you’re constantly repeating yourself? This workshop will give you 
valuable tips and tricks on how to make your solos more lively and surprising! 

Supporting the Song 

Adam West 

Saturday 9:00AM 

Alpine 1 

Discover how to become a reliable and musical part of any band by focusing on timing, 
listening, and note choice. This session will give you clear tools to fit in, lock in, and 
contribute with confidence. 

Effect, When is a harp not a harp? 

Tom Cate 

Saturday 10:45AM 

Alpine 2 

When is a harmonica not a harmonica? When it needs to be an organ or an accordion or 
even an entire orchestra. The harmonica is great for fills and lead breaks but can also lay 
down a rich background under other instruments. This session will talk about different 
effect pedals, what they do, what they sound like, and some examples of when they can be 
used. If time and circumstance allow, there may also be an opportunity for some hands-on 
experimentation at the end of the session. Expect an occasional cringe from purists but an 
overwhelming “Wow! I didn’t know a harmonica could sound like that!” response from the 
audience. 



ID Chords on Guitar-to find the Key 

Brenda Freed 

Saturday 10:45AM 

Lugano 

Attendees will learn chord shapes being made by a guitarist and how this knowledge will 
help you determine the keys of songs, so you will no longer be at the mercy of others to call 
out the key. You will learn to identify first position chords made in the first 3 frets in relation 
to I, IV, V chord progressions. The effect of a capo on those chords will be discussed and 
related to identifying bar chords. Handout will be provided 

Power of Pentatonics 

Lester Acree 

Saturday 10:45AM 

St. Moritz 

5 usable pentatonics by changing only 1 note! Plays over Maj. & minor 2-5-1s, diminished, 
etc. 

Understanding Concertos for Everyday Playing 

Robert Bonfiglio 

Saturday 10:45AM 

Alpine 1 

Arthur Benjamin Harmonica Concerto and the Villa-Lobos Harmonica Concerto and the 
Tcherepnin Harmonica Concerto: how technique in each concerto is used in everyday 
playing to make your playing better. Covered will be power and tone, vibrato, rhythmical 
articulation, corner switch, tonguing out of both sides of your mouth and using time as an 
emotion. 



Teach In 

Joe Filisko 

Saturday 12:30PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Join Joe and all his special guests on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday for a series of mini-
workshops on every aspect of the harmonica covered by some of the world’s very finest 
specialists. There will be help for beginners, intermediate, advanced, chromatic and 
diatonic. This informal three-day event allows you to interact with each specialist for a few 
hours a day in more of an informal and relaxed setting than ever before. 

Lessons from Jerry Murad 

Robert Williams 

Saturday 1:30PM 

Alpine 2 

This seminar would be focused primarily on the chromatic harmonica, but I believe 
diatonic players too could learn a few things from Jerry’s lessons. I took private harmonica 
lessons from Jerry Murad for about ten years. During that time, I went from knowing nothing 
about the harmonica to becoming proficient enough for Jerry to invite me on stage, once, to 
stand in for him on one number. That was the highlight of my harmonica life. A couple of 
years after losing Jerry I set my chromatic aside for 25 years to raise four children and run a 
business. I only recently began playing again. Over a short time, all of Jerry’s lessons were 
coming back to me and I would like now to pass on some of his knowledge before I’m gone. 
This is what SPAH is all about, keeping the harmonica and harmonica knowledge alive. 

Story Telling Through the Harmonica 

Dave Moore 

Saturday 1:30PM 

Alpine 1 

In this seminar, I’ll be performing, but also taking questions. I’d like to lean a little more into 
the harmonica, my first instrument and my doorway into the music. I might tell a few 
stories about what it was like for a young Iowa guy to learn harp in the early ‘70s, and what it 
was like to go visit giants who walked the earth: Hammie Nixon, Furry Lewis, Robert Pete 



Williams, Sonny Terry, and others. And maybe demonstrate why Sonny Boy No. 1, John Lee 
Williamson, is the man, and why a powerful throat tremolo, one big note, is the key to 
reality. 

Tools For The Job multi pos. playing 

Dov Hammer 

Saturday 1:30PM 

Lugano 

Explore the different options that playing in different positions truly has to offer!  

West Coast Chromatic in 12 keys 

Ross Garren 

Saturday 1:30PM 

St. Moritz 

Delve deep into the West Coast chromatic harmonica stylings of such greats as William 
Clark. We’ll explore how one could do this in all twelve keys. 
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