
SPAH 2026 SHOWS 
 
Shows are grouped by day and arranged in chronological order, with 
the show name first, time second, location third, and description 
last. Screen readers should be able to navigate using headings. 
Heading 1 is the Day, Heading 2 is the Show Name.  

TUESDAY 

Opening Music Ribtip & Rogers 

Tuesday 4:30PM 

Lobby 

Jim McClaren began a solo career in 1977, playing guitar, harmonica, and singing. That path 
was interrupted in 1978 when he joined the Soulard Blues Band on harmonica for 23 years, 
recording 3 LPs, 3 CDs, and touring Europe twice. Today his playing time is divided between 
the St. Louis Social Club, the duo Ribtip & Rogers, and solo blues performances. Jim was 
"Mr. November" on the 1986 Hohner Harmonica Artists Calendar and was the first 
musician to perform in the renovated St. Louis (Peabody) Opera House in 2011. He also 
played the opening of the National Blues Museum, where 900 of his worn-out harmonicas 
are on permanent display. Mark Rogers, a St. Louis-born drummer and singer, has played in 
a professional capacity since 1968, starting with The Shadows Soul Revue before co-
founding Street Corner Symphony and The Walnut Park A.C.'s, and spending over 10 years 
with The Heaters. Together, Ribtip & Rogers bring decades of blues harmonica and rhythm-
driven grit to the stage, rooted in the St. Louis blues tradition. 



Welcome to SPAH 2026 

Tuesday 5:00PM 

Lobby 

Opening Music Ribtip & Rogers 

Tuesday 5:30PM 

Lobby 

Jim McClaren began a solo career in 1977, playing guitar, harmonica, and singing. That path 
was interrupted in 1978 when he joined the Soulard Blues Band on harmonica for 23 years, 
recording 3 LPs, 3 CDs, and touring Europe twice. Today his playing time is divided between 
the St. Louis Social Club, the duo Ribtip & Rogers, and solo blues performances. Jim was 
"Mr. November" on the 1986 Hohner Harmonica Artists Calendar and was the first 
musician to perform in the renovated St. Louis (Peabody) Opera House in 2011. He also 
played the opening of the National Blues Museum, where 900 of his worn-out harmonicas 
are on permanent display. Mark Rogers, a St. Louis-born drummer and singer, has played in 
a professional capacity since 1968, starting with The Shadows Soul Revue before co-
founding Street Corner Symphony and The Walnut Park A.C.'s, and spending over 10 years 
with The Heaters. Together, Ribtip & Rogers bring decades of blues harmonica and rhythm-
driven grit to the stage, rooted in the St. Louis blues tradition. 



SPAH Blues Blowoff 

Tuesday 6:30PM 

Matterhorn 

WEDNESDAY 

Open Mic 

Wednesday 9:00AM 

Versailles Lobby 

Blues Harmonica Showcase 

Wednesday 1:00PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Kongsheng Showcase W/ Kyren & Rohan 

Wednesday 3:00PM 

Matterhorn 

70s and 80s Funk, and Rock. Kyren Allen is a 21-year-old diatonic harmonica player from 
Commerce City, Colorado, who began playing the diatonic harmonica two and a half years 
ago. Specializing in 70s and 80s funk and rock, Kyren brings a fast, funky, and rhythmic 
style to the harmonica, shaped by his ongoing studies with acclaimed player Jason Ricci. 
That mentorship has pushed him to develop tight, groove-driven playing rooted firmly in the 
funk and rock traditions he loves most. Still early in his musical journey, Kyren is already 
setting his sights high: he would love to make a full career out of playing harmonica with his 
own band, touring and travelling the world to spread the funk and rock music that first drew 
him to the instrument. 

Rohan Singhal is an 18-year-old diatonic harmonica player from Indore, India. He has been 
playing harmonica for the past 13 years and enjoys a wide musical range, including blues, 
jazz, funk, rock, fusion, and both Western and Indian classical music. A student of 
renowned harmonica virtuoso Howard Levy, Rohan draws on that mentorship to push his 
technique across genres, blending Eastern and Western musical traditions in his playing. 
He would like to promote the diatonic harmonica in India, where it is far less commonly 
played than the chromatic harmonica. Rohan has already made a mark internationally, 



participating in and winning various harmonica competitions in the UK, Germany, and 
China, and continues to build a reputation as a versatile young talent on the diatonic 
harmonica. 

St. Louis Gateway Harmonica Club 

Wednesday 6:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Known for its four- to six-part harmonica music and big band sound, the Gateway 
Harmonica Club plays a wide variety of music. Their SPAH convention performance will 
feature local favorites, ‘50s and ‘60s pop, jazz standards, Big Band hits, and more. The club 
is stronger than ever with 109 members dedicated to the art of playing the harmonica and 
encouraging camaraderie both among its members and within the worldwide community 
of harmonica enthusiasts. For 39 years, the club has provided musical entertainment in the 
St. Louis area and is on its way to another record-setting year, with 67 performances 
scheduled for 2026! 

Michael Peloquin & Andrew Duncanson 

Wednesday 7:30PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Harmonicas, Saxophones, Vocals. Michael Peloquin has been a working musician since his 
late teens in Champaign, IL, before landing in the SF Bay Area at 23. He has performed 
alongside a wide range of artists and projects, including Jeff Beck, Tommy Castro, D.K. 
Harrell, Mr. Bungle, E.C. Scott, Little Milton, Mitch Woods, Neal Schon, and Journey, moving 
fluidly between blues, rock, and jazz harmonica and saxophone work. Peloquin won 1st 
place at the World Harmonica Festival in 1997 and was featured as a performer in Slim 
Heilpern's Jazz Harmonica Summit video in 2009. His playing appears on the 2024 film 
"Reagan" and the soundtrack of 2022's "Death in Texas." He served as horn arranger and 
saxophonist for Chris Cain's Alligator Records albums "Raisin' Cain" (2021) and its 2024 
follow-up. Michael is currently a featured artist with Andrew Duncanson & Take A Ride, 
having produced 2025's acclaimed blues album "California Trap." Andrew and Michael will 
perform as a duo, with Michael's harmonica and sax accompanying Andrew on songs 
mostly from Duncanson's catalog. 



Michael Rubin Variety Show 

Wednesday 8:30PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Michael Rubin is from Austin, Texas, and has been a regular at SPAH for over 20 years. He 
has performed with luminaries including Cyrille Neville and Ruthie Foster, appeared on 
television and in movies, and was the original harmonica player for the Tony-nominated 
Broadway musical The Civil War. He plays diatonic, chromatic, bass, harmonetta, and 
chord harps, and is especially recognized for his work as a teacher — Charlie Musselwhite 
says, "I think your lessons are the best." Michael is also a singer-songwriter; his album "I'll 
Worry If I Wanna" features diatonic and chromatic harmonica, with a new solo album due 
out soon. His specialty at SPAH is serving as MC for the Variety Show, where his dramatic 
introductions showcase the many styles of music the harmonica can be featured in. This 
year's lineup, one of his strongest yet, features Ross Walters, Bob Williams with George 
Miklas and AJ Windmeyer, Kiersi Jolie, Winslow Yerxa, Scott Albert Johnson, Mike Fugazzi, 
Dayton Olson, Elise Brown, Richard P. Bennett, and Charles Burroughs (Sugar Harp). 

Lee Oskar 

Wednesday 9:30PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Lee Oskar is an internationally acclaimed harmonica virtuoso, composer, producer, 
manufacturer, visual artist, and lifelong musical explorer.  

He is world-renowned for his iconic role as a founding member, co-composer and lead 
harmonica player of the pioneering funk/jazz band that composed and recorded such 
mega-hits as “Low Rid-er,” “Spill the Wine,” “Cisco Kid,” “The World is a Ghetto,” “Slippin’ 
into Darkness,” “Why Can’t Be Friends,” and many more chart-topping songs from 1969-
1993. 

Oskar performs in the USA and around the world with outstanding musicians from the 
Pacific Northwest, known as Lee Oskar & Friends, featuring well-loved hits, new 
arrangements of his own compositions, and exciting newer material.  

Artistically, Oskar has earned critical and popular acclaim for over five decades with his 
wide-ranging portfolio of unforgettable compositions evoking different moods, rhythms, 
and genres.  In the words of Seattle Times critic Misha Berson, “The harmonica man can 
really blow, but he can croon, too.” Lee Oskar has earned ASCAP writing awards and had 



his signature sound celebrated in Pitbull and Kesha’s hit, “Timber,” which was inspired by 
Oskar’s harmonica contributions in the song, “San Francisco Bay.”  

Country Jam 

Wednesday 11:00PM 

Alpine 1 

Gospel Jam 

Wednesday 11:00PM 

St. Moritz 

Acoustic Blues Jam 

Wednesday 11:00PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

THURSDAY 

Open mic 

Thursday 9:00AM 

Versailles Lobby 

Interview with John Long 

Thursday 12:15PM 

Matterhorn 

Saylors Artist Show 

Thursday 3:00PM 

Matterhorn 

Branko Bergstrand, is a 24-year-old diatonic blues player from Sweden. He has played the 
harmonica for 18 years. When younger, he played the violin, piano, and saxophone. 
Originally self-taught, Branko has since studied with three harmonica teachers, including 
Joe Filisko. He has attended Hohner’s masterclass workshop in Trossingen, Germany, and 
the Pinetop Perkins Foundation workshop in Clarksdale, Mississippi. 



Violeta Ávila González is a 26-year-old anthropologist, musician, pianist, and harmonica 
player from Bogotá, Colombia. She started playing the harmonica at age 14 when given a 
Marine Band by her father. He taught her simple melodies and the repertoire of the 
Colombian Caribbean. Next, she discovered the tremolo diatonic harmonica and started 
playing traditional Colombian music. Subsequently, she took up the chromatic harmonica 
to play jazz, world music, and a fusion of Colombian music with other expressions. Violeta 
researched the history and discography of the harmonica in Columbia and Latin America, 
including interviews with various musicians and artists, resulting in a radio program that is 
also being published as a book. 

Perseus Morgan, age 24, hails from Hereford, England. He has been playing harmonica for 
12 years, performing on both diatonic and chromatic instruments. He was a Rosebush 
Scholar in 2024. His interest began after hearing the haunting harmonica part in Ennio 
Morricone’s soundtrack for Once Upon a Time in the West. Percy is currently working 
toward becoming a classical harmonica soloist, specializing in arranging and performing 
chamber music from the 17th century to the present day, and leading his own ensemble. 
Largely self-taught, he recently has been studying with Robert Bonfiglio, specifically 
focusing on Ralph Vaughan Williams’ Harmonica Concerto. 

Paul Davies Trio 

Thursday 3:45PM 

Matterhorn 

Get ready for an engaging set of musical storytelling with the Paul Davies Trio. An acoustic 
harmonica player at heart, Paul has developed a melodic style built on a simple philosophy 
- play just enough harp to lift the band and enrich the song. Rather than pursuing the 
touring circuit, Paul devoted his energy to sharing the music through education, teaching at 
Swallow Hill in Denver, Colorado for 22 years and inspiring generations of musicians along 
the way. Paul is also the founder of the Mile High Harmonica Club, which he started 32 
years ago. The club has proudly hosted the SPAH Convention three times. Paul attended 
his first SPAH convention in 1992 in Chicago and hasn't missed one since. He served as 
President of SPAH and has served as Entertainment Director for the past 24 years. Joining 
Paul on stage will be Jeff Jaros on guitar and banjo and Judy Jaros on fiddle. Together, the 
trio will take audiences on a lively musical journey through Irish tunes, Americana, old-
timey favorites, and roots music—spanning centuries of tradition right up to today. 



Sandy Weltman 

Thursday 6:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Sandy Weltman's harmonica talents are diverse to say the least. His musical roots were 
formed as a teenager on the bluegrass banjo and have since blossomed into a multi-
instrumentalist and musical pioneer. Sandy's harmonica journey was inspired by the 
legendary Howard Levy, whose influence and instruction helped shape Sandy's own unique 
harmonica vision. Today, Sandy's music fuses jazz, blues, country, Latin, klezmer and 
much more. Sandy has performed on hundreds of recordings and has released five CDs of 
his own. As a passionate composer and arranger, Sandy reinvents tradition with each 
performance, blending innovation and soulful expression on both the diatonic and 
chromatic harmonica. Sandy is currently one of the instructors and content creators online 
at the Tomlin Harmonica School. 

Lauren "LC" Williams 

Thursday 7:30PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Lauren "LC" Williams is a Maine-influenced, Florida-cultured harmonica player performing 
with skill and grit. She started playing harp in the nineties, after her husband Trent joined a 
blues band whose frontman played a little harp. LC was instantly intrigued and began 
chasing down every recording she could find with harmonica on it. Discovering the Red 
Devils' CD King King left her forever hooked. She's been playing for roughly 30 years, though 
her time varied year to year between music and other work. Blues remains her favorite 
genre, especially amped-up, Chicago-style blues, though in recent years she's branched 
out into more acoustic, Americana-leaning material. Her influences include James Cotton, 
Annie Raines, Kim Wilson, Lester Butler, Paul Oscher, and Junior Wells, alongside younger 
players like Marta Sune, Aki Kumar, Nic Clark, and Derek Matteson. Ever humble, LC brings 
her Chicago-blues foundation and Americana explorations to every performance with style 
and grace. 

Madcat & Seifert 

Thursday 8:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Madcat & Seifert is perhaps the only harmonica and mountain dulcimer duo in the world. 
Their repertoire spans American Roots Music, Folk, Blues, and Jazz, performed entirely 



acoustic. Peter "Madcat" Ruth and Stephen Seifert met about thirty years ago at Kentucky 
Music Weekend, where an impromptu backstage jam sparked a musical friendship that 
continued across festivals for decades before they finally recorded a CD together in 2025. 
Stephen Seifert is among the finest mountain dulcimer players in the world, a featured 
performer at festivals from Kentucky and North Carolina to England and Japan, and a 
former dulcimer soloist with the Nashville Chamber Orchestra. Peter "Madcat" Ruth is a 
Grammy Award-winning virtuoso harmonica player based in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
celebrated internationally for his playing since becoming a full-time musician in 1970, 
including four years touring worldwide with Two Generations of Brubeck. A 46-year SPAH 
member, Madcat was the first diatonic player allowed to perform at a SPAH Convention in 
1980, won the Bernie Bray Harmonica Player of the Year Award in 1997, and received the 
Pete Pedersen Lifetime Achievement Award in 2014. Together, Madcat & Seifert bring a rare 
blend of harmonica and dulcimer virtuosity to roots, folk, blues, and jazz. 

Aki Kumar 

Thursday 9:30PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Aki Kumar left his native home in Mumbai, India, for the United States intending to work as 
a software engineer. Then he discovered the blues, and his life changed. A masterful 
harmonica player, soulful vocalist, band-leader, drummer, and producer, Kumar is one of 
the most prolific artists in the SF Bay Area today. He has blended retro Indian music into his 
sound, creating a unique, electrifying, multicultural mash-up that never loses touch with its 
blues inspiration. A veteran of the San Jose music scene for two decades, Kumar was 
hailed as "King of 'Bollywood blues' music" by SJ Mercury News and received the Metro 
Silicon Valley Gold Award for Best Band. His genre-blending albums, including "Aki Goes To 
Bollywood," "Hindi Man Blues," and "Dilruba," have earned international critical acclaim, 
along with his reggae-inspired single "Zindagi." Kumar has appeared at Hardly Strictly 
Bluegrass, San Jose Jazz, and SF Jazz Festivals, and has toured extensively across Europe, 
Scandinavia, Russia, Australia, India, and South America, bringing his blues-Bollywood 
sound to audiences worldwide. 



Acoustic Blues Jam 

Thursday 11:00PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Country Jam 

Thursday 11:00PM 

Alpine 1 

Jazz Jam 

Thursday 11:00PM 

Matterhorn 

Gospel Jam 

Thursday 11:00PM 

St. Moritz 

FRIDAY 

Open mic 

Friday 9:00AM 

Versailles Lobby 

Swap Meet (outside Main Stage') 

Friday 12:15PM 

Versailles Lobby 

Jarred Goldweber 

Friday 3:00PM 

Matterhorn 

Jarred Goldweber is a Cleveland-born harmonica player redefining the instrument as a 
high-energy lead voice in modern rock and blues. Known for his viral series "Harmonica 
Where It Shouldn't Belong" on TikTok and Instagram, he uses bass and chord harmonicas 



to transform rock and metal songs into full, modern harmonica-band-style arrangements. 
After discovering the harmonica at age 12, he developed a sound grounded in blues 
tradition but heavily shaped by rock and metal, drawing inspiration from players like Adam 
Gussow, Ronnie Shellist, Jason Ricci, and Magic Dick, as well as artists such as Ozzy 
Osbourne, Chris Cornell, and Stevie Wonder. He continues to push the instrument into new 
territory with rock and metal solos and inventive arrangements that place harmonica where 
audiences least expect it. As bandleader of Jarred Goldweber & The Park Brothers, he 
performs regularly at clubs, festivals, and jam sessions, and as an endorsed artist with 
Hohner Harmonicas, he continues to expand the role of the harmonica in contemporary 
music. 

Bill Morris and the Windy City Trio 

Friday 4:00PM 

Matterhorn 

The "Windy City Trio" is delighted to be returning to a SPAH convention. We are fortunate to 
have added two young gentlemen from the Chicago area who have adopted the harmonica 
trio format with tremendous enthusiasm. Our lead player is Pete Hogie from Barrington. On 
the chord, we have Jimmy Longharp from Crestwood and Bill Morris from Woodridge, who 
is our bassist. All three players come from varied musical backgrounds, and our program 
will reflect many types of music that can be applied to the harmonica trio format. 
Audiences can expect a lively, high-energy set that showcases just how exhilarating and 
versatile three-part harmonica playing can truly be. 



Rosebush Youth Showcase 

Friday 6:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Skanda Kandikere is a 21-year-old chromatic harmonica player from Bangalore, India. He 
specializes in South Indian Classical music and jazz. He was first exposed to the 
harmonica 13 years ago in a music workshop at his school. Since then, he enjoys the 
versatility of the harmonica and is composing original pieces. He is a multi-instrumentalist 
and likes to implement ideas he’s gained through other instruments into his harmonica 
playing. 

Neil Daniel Paulraj, age 12, is a chromatic harmonica player from the United Arab Emirates. 
His father is also a harmonica player and encouraged his son to take up the instrument. 
Neil plays gospel music and hopes to become a professional musician. He has progressed 
in his training by regularly watching SPAH-related videos on YouTube. Neil is currently 
studying with Todd Parrott. 

Elwood Birgden, age 19, hails from Australia and was a Rosebush scholar in 2022. He 
started playing harmonica in April, 2020, after hearing the blues song “Hey Big Mama” by 
Roosevelt Sykes. Elwood, like Neil, was encouraged to play the instrument by his 
harmonica-playing father. Elwood’s main goal is to use the harmonica to revive the classic 
Chicago Blues style of the 1950s and 1960s. He has learned this by mimicking the style of 
Big Walter Horton, and tongue-blocking from Will Wilde. He has also studied online with 
Mark Hummel and Dennis Gruenling. Elwood continues to grow by playing and networking 
online with a variety of expert players. 

Lamont Pearley, Jr., is an 18-year-old diatonic blues player from Bloomington, Indiana. He 
became interested in the harmonica as a 7 year old, but didn’t start pursuing it seriously 
until he was 15. Lamont attended the Pinetop Perkins Foundation workshop for 3 years. He 
is currently studying with Grant Dermody. Lamont’s goal is to be able to jump in and 
participate with other musicians regardless of genre, and to work his way toward becoming 
a professional performer. 

Kali Rose Kitt Bridges, now 8 years old, has had a harmonica in her hand on and off 
throughout her life, including as she took her first steps. She gets great joy from playing 
diatonic blues, especially with other people, when she tries to match their rhythm. She has 
a big heart and dreams of making a lot of music as a superstar musician and using her 
money to help others. She is self-taught, but has been around a lot of music and 
musicians, including her dad. Kelly Rose lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 



Tom Stryker Big Band 

Friday 7:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

By popular demand, Tom Stryker’s Harmonica Big Band makes a repeat appearance and 
performs arrangements written by prominent and great harmonica players of the 
past/present. These include: Joe Mullendore (Cappy Barra leader/ composer/arranger & of 
Hollywood movie fame), Dave Doucette (“The Pencil”), Chuck Fendall, David Bugli, Chris 
Bauer, and Al Smith, all incredible harmonica geniuses. These arrangements will be 
performed by some of the best players of our time, including Tom Stryker, Chris Bauer, Mike 
Runyan, Winslow Yerxa, George Miklas, Alex Windmeyer, and Boaz Kim. Maestro David 
Bugli, a SPAH member, will conduct the band. 

Bill Barrett 

Friday 8:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Bill Barrett and Jerry O'Sullivan have been partners in harmony for two decades, performing 
a mix of original compositions, hidden gems from the Great American Songbook, and other 
deep-cut, roots esoterica. They skillfully mine the folk canon, drawing from the legendary 
sounds of Jimmie Rodgers and the Carter Family, the honky-tonk of George Jones and 
Johnny Paycheck, and the genre-blurring artistry of Dr. John and Big Bill Broonzy. Barrett & 
O'Sullivan are dedicated to the art of storytelling, the folk tradition, and the responsible 
consumption of local craft ales. 

Bill's career spans four decades performing and recording with such diverse acts as: The 
L.A. Philharmonic, Natalie Merchant, Marc Ford (Black Crowes), Greg Ginn (Black Flag), 
and Nels Cline (Wilco), Hazmat Modine (featuring the great harmonicists Wade Schuman 
and Randy Weinstein). His many current projects include: the blues-swing trio The Los 
Angeles side hustle, indo-bluegrass duo Gutpuppet, and Half True & the Other Half, 
featuring a unique chromatic-diatonic dialogue with Marko Jovanovic. 

Rob Paparozzi 

Friday 9:15PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

New Jersey-based frontman, singer, and harmonica player Rob Paparozzi has been a blues 
performer since 1967, though he's far from strictly a blues musician — he's equally at home 



playing rock, jazz, pop, and country. That versatility shows in the diverse roster of major 
artists he's worked with, including B.B. King, Dr. John, Bruce Springsteen, Whitney Houston, 
Carole King, and Roberta Flack. In the 80s and 90s, his Hudson River Rats band backed 
artists like Carole King and Julian Lennon, and he served as Musical Director for the 
Bernard Purdie/Chuck Rainey Project. Since 2000, Rob has toured the world with the 
"Original Blues Brothers Band," featuring guitar legend Steve Cropper, and he fronted 
"Blood, Sweat & Tears" as lead vocalist and harmonica player from 2004 to 2011. His debut 
CD "Etruscan Soul" earned a Grammy nomination, and his Electric Butter big band project 
with Ed Palermo drew raves in Downbeat and Jazz Times. In 2017, he released "Last Shade 
of Blue Before Black" with the Original Blues Brothers Band and debuted as guest soloist 
with the NY Philharmonic. In 2024, Rob played on the soundtrack of the Bob Dylan biopic "A 
Complete Unknown" and coached actor Timothée Chalamet on harmonica. 



Country Jam 

Friday 11:00PM 

Alpine 1 

Jazz Jam 

Friday 11:00PM 

Matterhorn 

Acoustic Blues Jam 

Friday 11:00PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Gospel Jam 

Friday 11:00PM 

St. Moritz 

SATURDAY 

Open mic 

Saturday 9:00AM 

Versailles Lobby 

Gospel Show 

Saturday 10:00AM 

Versailles Ballroom 

SPAH Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 3:00PM 

Matterhorn 

COCKTAILS 



Saturday 5:00PM 

Versailles Lobby 

Banquet 

Saturday 6:00PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Welcome 

Saturday 6:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

SPAH Awards Ceremony 

Saturday 7:00PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

SPAH In Memoriam 

Saturday 7:30PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Buddy Greene with the Hamstring Band 

Saturday 7:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Born and raised in Macon, Georgia, Buddy Greene's first big break came in 1983 when he 
landed a spot in country superstar Jerry Reed's band. He and his wife Vicki then moved to 
Nashville, where Buddy launched his own career as a singer/songwriter, harmonicist, 
recording artist, and entertainer. In 1987, he released Praise Harmonica, an album of 
hymns, spirituals, and gospel standards that helped establish his place in the harmonica 
world. Over more than 40 years, recordings such as Simple Praise and Harmonica 
Anthology have showcased his harmonica prowess, blending gospel, country, and 
Americana. Buddy's playing can be heard on recordings by artists including Carrie 
Underwood, Riders In The Sky, Charlie Peacock, and The Gaither Vocal Band. His "classical 
medley," performed at Carnegie Hall as part of a Gaither video production, and his rousing 
version of Orange Blossom Special, performed live in Holland in 1994, have been viewed 
millions of times on YouTube. Buddy is also known as co-writer of the Christmas favorite 



"Mary, Did You Know?" Mostly retired from touring, he stays active in Nashville through 
recording and performing with friends like The Hamstring Band, joining him this year at 
SPAH. 

Rodrigo Eberienos 

Saturday 8:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

Rodrigo Eberienos is a Brazilian harmonica player, educator, and recording artist known for 
his expressive sound and versatility across blues, jazz, country, folk, and Brazilian music. 
Throughout his career, he has recorded for television series, soap operas, commercials, 
and albums by numerous artists. 

A JDR Harmonicas endorser, Rodrigo has performed and presented workshops at major 
harmonica festivals around the world, including multiple appearances at the SPAH 
Convention, where he has shared the stage with internationally acclaimed artists such as 
Antonio Serrano. 

In 2025, Rodrigo won First Prize in the Blues, Country, Folk & Rock category at the World 
Harmonica Festival, one of the world’s most prestigious harmonica competitions.  

He has released several albums, with his most recent, New Old Stock, released in 2025. 

Whether performing on stage, recording in the studio, or teaching masterclasses, Rodrigo 
is dedicated to expanding the reach of the harmonica and inspiring musicians worldwide.  

Raffle 

Saturday 9:45PM 

Versailles Ballroom 

BLUES JAM 

Saturday 11:00PM 

Versailles Lobby 
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	Lamont Pearley, Jr., is an 18-year-old diatonic blues player from Bloomington, Indiana. He became interested in the harmonica as a 7 year old, but didn’t start pursuing it seriously until he was 15. Lamont attended the Pinetop Perkins Foundation works...
	Kali Rose Kitt Bridges, now 8 years old, has had a harmonica in her hand on and off throughout her life, including as she took her first steps. She gets great joy from playing diatonic blues, especially with other people, when she tries to match their...
	Tom Stryker Big Band
	Friday 7:45PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	Bill Barrett
	Friday 8:45PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	Rob Paparozzi
	Friday 9:15PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	Country Jam
	Friday 11:00PM
	Alpine 1


	Jazz Jam
	Friday 11:00PM
	Matterhorn


	Acoustic Blues Jam
	Friday 11:00PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	Gospel Jam
	Friday 11:00PM
	St. Moritz



	SATURDAY
	Open mic
	Saturday 9:00AM
	Versailles Lobby


	Gospel Show
	Saturday 10:00AM
	Versailles Ballroom


	SPAH Annual General Meeting
	Saturday 3:00PM
	Matterhorn


	COCKTAILS
	Saturday 5:00PM
	Versailles Lobby


	Banquet
	Saturday 6:00PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	Welcome
	Saturday 6:45PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	SPAH Awards Ceremony
	Saturday 7:00PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	SPAH In Memoriam
	Saturday 7:30PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	Buddy Greene with the Hamstring Band
	Saturday 7:45PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	Rodrigo Eberienos
	Saturday 8:45PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	Raffle
	Saturday 9:45PM
	Versailles Ballroom


	BLUES JAM
	Saturday 11:00PM
	Versailles Lobby




